
THE RICHMOND HAM
Published Monthly by the Richmond Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 35279, Richmond, Virginia 23235

December 2017
The RICHMOND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB will
meet Friday, December 8th 2017, 7:00PM,
at the Bon Air United Methodist Church, 
1645 Buford Road.
Coming Events:

This Month’s Program: Annual Holiday Social 
Meeting.  Bring your favorite snack food and drink
and finally have time to do all the socializing that 
you don’t have time for at the monthly meetings! 

November 2017 RARC Meeting Minutes
Meeting Date: November  3, 2017
Meeting Time: 7:00 PM
The November meeting was held at the Beulah 
United Methodist Church. Officers were sworn in  
and are as listed:

President:                      Jim Bates, K8IO
Vice President:              George Golding, W3PPY
Treasure:               Ken Leidner, WV0L
Secretary:               Tom Newman, KJ4LVC
Director: Tom Flippin, KD4CMK
Director: Allan Johnson, WA3J

Following the annual banquet a presentation was 
given by Henry Hassle, K4LMY on his “Travels 
around the United States by homemade 
watercraft while sharing experiences over 
Amateur Radio”. 
  

Letter from the President
Welcome to the December 2017 edition of the 
RARC newsletter; I find it hard to believe that 
2017 is about over and I've only gotten through 2 
lines of my XYL's "to-do" list. Sounds like I'm in 
trouble again. At least I'm not in trouble with the 
FCC - I've been keeping my FT8 signals nice and 
clean; no splattering across the bands for me - 
NO SIR! I've been trying to "get" Hawaii on pretty 
much ANY band with ANY mode so I can 
complete a WAS mixed award - but I'm 
unsuccessful. I find it very strange that Pat Wilson

completed 40m WAS using MY Remote Station 
and I can't seem to find a WAY - ARGHH!
Personal complaints aside, it's been a fantastic 
year to be part of RARC and the Amateur Radio 
community - I'm really excited to be part of an 
organization that continually grows it's 
knowledge, experience and technical abilities day
by day. The RARC board met in November and is
working on the 2018 Calendar of events - we'd 
like your input and expertise. It's so encouraging 
to see members volunteer to share their passion 
about a particular area! Not to mention, once you 
volunteer to present you find a WHOLE WORLD 
of new information that you never knew existed - 
the sweaty palms kick in and you realize that 
someone MIGHT ask you a question that you 
don't know the answer - BUT THAT'S OK!!! 
Nobody knows it all - it’s just fun to be able to 
share about something you really enjoy :) And 
when it's all over, you have this new title - "Expert"
- deserved or not, you'll be the one people go to 
for info!
I do hope that each of you are enjoying being part 
of RARC. If you find it boring and not worth the 
effort to attend a Friday night meeting; I would 
really appreciate hearing from you and learning 
what you believe would make RARC even better! 
Please understand the Board, and I, NEED your 
input - we don't just "get it" without people helping
us understand what is good/bad/indifferent.

I'm REALLY hoping that the January meeting with
have a LOT of SHOW & TELL participants! 
Perhaps Mrs. Claus needs some help knowing 
what's on the Ham's Wish List this year and you 
should definitely let her know the Manufacturer, 
Model Number, Website with the best price and 
lowest shipping - oh heck, just tell Mrs. Claus that 
Mr. Claus will order for her and she can wrap it 
when it arrives (or not!) 
I wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and 
look forward to fantastic 2018!

73 de K8OI
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RARC VE News

FCC EXAMS EVERY OTHER MONTH

on the SECOND SATURDAY.  For January and all 
odd-numbered months:  Bon Air United Methodist 
Church, 9 AM.

The January testing session will be on the 13th at the
Bon Air United Methodist Church at 9:am.

If you have questions about a session, please see our
website, www.rarclub.net or contact Allan, WA3J, 
at 804-399-8724, or wa3j@arrl.net.

Club Info...
RARC meets on the second Friday of each month at
7:00 PM, at  the Bon Air  United Methodist  Church,
1645 Buford Road.
 We offer 10-week license prep classes in September
and March with exams following. Members provide 
VE testing sessions on odd-months during the year.

          RSS – a quick summary of RARC news
Look near the top of the club web site, http://rarclub.net/, 
and on the left you see an icon that looks like something 
radiating a signal. Actually it is a quick way to check on new
entries on the website called an “RSS feed.” Click it and 
you get a summary of the last few posts. You can have it 
put as a link in your on the browser list as you see in yellow.
So each day or four you click the that link and you get a 
quick list of the most recent posts. If one looks interesting, 
click it in the list and it takes you directly to it. If everything 
looks boring, just go back to what you were doing.

Reported by Bruce MacAlister, W4BRU

Join the
  Richmond Amateur Radio Club.

 You don't have to have a ham license, just have a 
genuine interest in the hobby.

Annual Dues are:
80 and over                   $0

Regular Membership    $20.00

Lots of information about the Club and our activities 
is available on our website, www.rarclub.net.

Nets
RARC has the first and only D-STAR digital repeater in the
area. 147.255 (+ 600), 443.7125 (+ 5) and now 1284.0000
(-20).   In  addition  to  our  Wednesday  local  D  Star  net
(below),  we link the D Star VHF module for the National
Capital Region D Star Net on Wednesday nights at 9pm.
On Tuesday nights at 9pm, we link our VHF module to the

North Carolina D Star Net, and on Sunday nights at 9pm to
the South Eastern D Star Weather Net.  

Beginning on March 5, 2014, the RARC D Star Net which
meets on Wednesday nights at 8:00pm will be accessible
on our three D Star modules, all of which will be linked. 

You can use any of the three frequencies, 2 meters, 70 cm
or 23 cm, and you should hear and be heard by everyone. 

If you participate in the net via DVAP or DV Dongle, you
must link your device to Ref 007D rather than to any of our
modules.  Since the  W4FJ stack will  all  be linked to  Ref
007D, anyone linked to that reflector will be connected to
the net.

Sunday               7:00 pm      50.135      USB
                7:30 pm      52.525      FM

WEDNESDAY  7:00 pm      28.475      USB
                              8:00 pm      147.255    D-Star Rptr
                              8:15 pm      145.730    Packet

MRA
Interested in information or support of the Metropolitan 
Repeater Association (MRA)?
Call Ed, KG4SNK, at 804-513-1947.  The sole business of 
the MRA is to own, operate and maintain the 145.430 
repeater.

Show and Tell!
If you have an item, idea, latest and greatest, or 
whatever gizmo; please bring it to the RARC meeting.
We have a table (usually) set up near the front where 
you can place your item and share/discuss it with 
others as they arrive. We also have a section of the 
agenda set aside for members to discuss their “Show
and Tell” item(s). No need to be tentative; we are 
INTERESTED in what you are doing, how you are 
doing it and, in true Ham fashion, how much it costs!
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Radio 101 #6

by John DeMajo K5HTZ

In our previous articles, we have been tracing radio's
development  as  it  pertained  to  the  science  and
history  that  led  up  to  the  onset  of  commercial
broadcasting.   This  month,  we  acknowledge  the
simultaneous  work  that  was  going  on  in  the  early
amateur  radio  community.   While  professional
researchers  such  as  Deforest,  Fessenden,  Conrad
and  others  were  discovering  the  physics  that
eventually  brought  us  every-day  radio,  a  growing
number of  amateur electricians and scientists were
working  in  garages  and  basements  around  the
country,  producing  work  that  paralleled
developments in the commercial field. 

     These early radio electricians came to be known
as "Hams."   The question is often asked as to the
origin of the term as applied to amateur radio.  Well, it
goes like this: The use of the word "HAM" originated
in 1908, and was the station call  of  one of the first
amateur  wireless  stations  operated  by  three
members  of  the  Harvard  Radio Club.  Albert  S.
Hyman,  Bob Almy and Poogie Murray,  specifically,
were the individuals involved. At first they called their
station  "HYMAN-ALMY-MURRAY,"  but  as  the
popular use of a scheme of letters and numbers in
radio call signs emerged, they shortened their call to
“HAM.”   While  their  identities  were  all  but  lost  to
history,  their  call  sign  remained  symbolic  of  the
hobby.  

     Using  elementary  electrical  devices  that  were
becoming available for home and commercial wiring
applications  at  the  time,  and  supplementing  these
with  home-made  coils,  transformers  and  other
components,  amateur  radio  builders  were  able  to
fashion their own receiving and transmitting devices
that allowed eventual establishment of a network of
privately  owned  and  operated  radio  stations.   The
hobby soon caught on, and  it was not long before the
airwaves  filled  with  a  cacophony  of  unregulated
signals.   As with most new discoveries, as we see in
the case of the Internet today, there was no authority
for  regulation  at  the  time,  and  soon,  signals  from
hundreds  of  new  amateur  radio  stations  were
interfering  with  ship-to-shore  and  commercial  radio
traffic.  

     As the use of  newly  discovered vacuum tube
circuits  caught  on,  this  random  “blanketing”  of  the
spectrum was somewhat minimized, but human 

nature  being  what  it  is,  there  were  both  courteous
and discourteous operators. One of the first people to
realize the potential of private radio communications
stations,  and  the  need  to  somehow  voluntarily
regulate them so as to not interfere with each other
and  with  commercial  interests,  was  Hiram  Percy
Maxim, an 1886 mechanical engineering graduate of
MIT  and  himself  an  experimental  radio  operator.
Maxim  introduced  the  concept  of  a  “fraternity”  of
technicians  whose  members  subscribed  to  certain
standards of courtesy and proficiency in the operation
of  their  stations.   In  1914,  his  leadership  and
contributions,  along  with  fellow  radio  pioneer
Clarence Tuska, resulted in the establishment of the
American  Radio  Relay  League.    More  than  100
years later, the League's valuable work continues by
providing  training  material,  intervention  in
government  regulation,  the  establishment  of
volunteer groups to oversee licensing and emergency
services,  and  general  all-around  support  of  the
amateur radio service. 

     Maxim's  “tongue-in-cheek”  icon,  for  the  self-
policing  of  the  hobby,  is  the  “Wouff  Hong,”  a
mysterious implement which he introduced in an early
article  he  produced  on  the  subject  of  regulation.
Throughout  the history  of  the  Amateur  service,  the
Wouff Hong has remained a symbol of the incentive
to  maintain  good  operating  practices.   Today,
Maxim's  original  “Hong”  occupies  a  place  of
appropriate  respect  at  the  headquarters  of  the
American  Radio  Relay  League  in  Newington,
Connecticut.  

     Although Maxim's work in the field of  Amateur
Radio  is  well  known  to  most  of  us,  he  also  held
several  patents  relating to  automotive and firearms
inventions.  Maxim died in February of 1936 as he
was in route to his home in Connecticut from a trip to
California.  It goes without saying that any discussion
of the history of Radio must include the story of the
founding of the ARRL and the involvement of the “Old
Man,” as he was known,  back in the formative years
of HAM radio.  

     To experience some of the early literature that
inspired those pioneer Hams, we invite you to review
a sampling of the printed material that was available
in the early 1900s to those who wanted to learn more
about the new science of Radio.  The following link
will  take  you  to  the  on-line  digital  library  at  the
Museum  of  Yesterday,  where  you  can  download
copies of  a  few of  the booklets  that  inspired those
early participants in our hobby. On your computer's 
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browser,just enter the URL:
http://www.museumofyesterday.org/museum/page10
.htm  and scroll down to the Hugo Gernsback “How-
To” series booklet download section. There, you can
obtain  free  digital  copies  of  this  entire  series  of
booklets for your own collection. We also recommend
reading any of the “RADIO BOYS” series of fictional
novels by Allen Chapman.  We have provided a link
to download a sample copy of a “Radio Boys” story
on  the  Museum Of  Yesterday's  library  website  (as
listed above). If you enjoy the read and want more,
vintage copies often come up for sale on Amazon and
other Internet book vendors' sites.

John, K5HTZ at W1AW 

Hiram Percy Maxim (The Old Man)

Wouff-Hong

  Gernsbeck Books
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Treasury Transfer!

5



RICHMOND THE HAM December 2017
The SWAP SHOP

Club members may list their wares in the newsletter. Send descriptive information to Armand at wa1uqo@arrl.net, or call me at 
804-454-0564.  The Swap Shop is presented in the newsletter as a benefit to our members. RARC takes no responsibility for 
items sold or traded in this newsletter.  The ad will appear three times unless extended. Interested parties will contact you 
directly. You must be an RARC member to place an ad.

For Sale:  Carolina windom wire antenna kit. Radio works model short40. 
New never been opened. Pictures available. $99,95 plus freight. Get on the air today with this bargain. 
     Flex 5000a SDR transceiver ,100 watts 160 to 6 meters. Comes with remote tuning wheel, fire wire cable, 
Built in 100 watt antenna tuner and 12VDC power cable. $1399 cash.  Pictures available.
     Yeasu Vx7R HT.  Water proof. 5 watts. Also RT systems software for easy programming. Microphone, hi speed plug in desk 
charger, wall wart. All in original box. $249.00 cash. Great hand held all channels. 
Pictures available.  Contact Jon Bennett, 804-241-6555

Wanted: 100 Watt Dummy Load   From NQ4A , Jon Bennett   804 241 6555
Wanted: 23CM Beam.  Contact Ben Richardson, K4ITQ.  804-840-6800 - kd4tzq@comcast.net  
                         

For Sale:  Yaesu FT-897D  160-6M + 2M + 440 MHZ.  Pristine condition. $700.00.  Call Lew Best @ 804-740-3890        l

                   lewbest@verizon.net.

Thought For The Day!
Lottery: A tax on people who are bad at math.

              Jim Bates K8OI      President (804) 592-1068 jlbates4@gmail.com

George Golding  W3PPY               Vice President    (804) 318-6951 w3ppy@arrl.net

Tom Newman  KJ4LVC Secretary

Ken Leidner  WV0L Treasurer

Famous Hams?
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