
Dayton 2015 Report – Win Grant –WA4SSG
 Wray, AB4SF, and I made our fifth annual trek to the Dayton Hamvention recently.  We have sort of 
figured out “how to do it” to accomplish what we come for in the amount of time we have.

This year we heard Sheila Blackley, K4WNW, calling Bob, W4DR, on 2 meter FM a couple of times on I-64 
west of Charlottesville.  We answered and chatted with Sheila and Bruce a few times into West Virginia.  
When we ran into Bob at the hamfest, he confessed he did not have his radio on.  

After checking into our hotel rooms on Thursday afternoon, we had a brief D-Star chat with Brewer, 
W4MGA in Richmond using our HTs and DVAPs linked into the W4FJ D-Star repeater.  On Friday evening 
as we were leaving the hamfest headed to an offsite D-Star event, and with Armand WA1UQO in the car 
with us, we heard Ben, K4ITQ, calling me on the W8RTL Dayton repeater.  For the weekend, the RARC’s 
Richmond W4FJ VHF D-Star repeater was linked to a common reflector to which the Dayton D-Star 
repeaters were also linked, as were many D-Star repeaters around the world.  Jim, K8OI, heard us and 
joined in.  It was just like being in Richmond with the perfect digital quality.  After we signed off, a VK 
station came on talking to his friends back home in Australia.   

Dayton weather was a big improvement over last year.  The rain pretty much held off until about 3:30pm 
on Saturday, just as things were wrapping up for the day.  The flea market vendors had the tarps ready to
cover things up when the showers started.  I heard one say, “Rust does not sell very well.”  

While there were no big product announcements by the major radio manufacturers there were a few 
trends that I think will continue.  First, many manufacturers are getting into SDR.  In prior years, Flex 
owned the SDR market.  This year Apache had a very strong SDR product that looks to be about 30% less 
expensive than the Flex products.  An Italian company was showing a $400 SDR receiver.  

Another trend is the compact hexbeam design for HF antennas.  Multiple vendors were showing them.  
The specs are all pretty much the same, but there are differences in quality.  DX Engineering had what 
appeared to be a top quality product.  Radiowavz has a product that will even cover 160 meters, though I
think the 40 – 10 meter version is a lot more practical.  Expect to see a lot more of the hexbeam design.  



Icom had their previously announced that their IC-7851 would be available to touch.  DX Engineering was
even offering it for $500 off the list price of $15,999.  (And free shipping on top of that.)  A nice freebie 
from Icom was the announcement of a major software upgrade for the IC-7600.  This new software is 
similar to upgrades for the IC-7700 and IC-7800 that were introduced two years ago and provide many 
new features including a waterfall display.  

At the Hamvention D-Star forum, a number of non-Icom vendors talked about D-Star products, proving 
the non-proprietary aspect of D-Star.  Robin Cutshaw, AA4RC, who makes the DVAP and DV Dongle, has 
two new products.  One is a device that will plug into a USB port on an Android phone or tablet and 
allow you to access the D-Star network.  That’s available now.  And later in the summer, he will release 
and Android app that will let you plug a DVAP into an Android tablet allowing you to dispense with a 
computer.  I’ll be downloading that app when it becomes available.  It will make for a very portable D-
Star hotspot.  Guus, PE1PLM ,told us about a number of D-Star hotspot products that he designed and 
makes, some of which will be available in the U.S. very soon from Gigaparts.  

It was significant that Icom, which sponsored the Friday night D-Star event at the Drury Inn and donated 
an ID-51A radio as a door prize, allowed these independent vendors to talk about their D-Star products 
at that event.  Several of IcomAmerica’s top people were also present.  We spent a few minutes talking 
with Ray Novak, N9JA, Icom’s US National Sales Manager for their amateur equipment, about some 
suggestions we had for future software enhancements for the ID-5100 and IC-7100 transceivers.  

Wray and I went to two dinners at the main Hamvention hotel, the Crowne Plaza. Thursday night was a 
RTTY Contest Dinner and Saturday night was a DX Contest Dinner with 450 people in attendance. It was a
gathering of big gun contesters including many from parts of the world we consider to be DX.  We sat 
across the table from Frank, W3LPL and next to Tom, ND2T.  Kay Craigie, N3KN, President of the ARRL, 
was the speaker at the Saturday night dinner where it was announced that she would step down from 
the ARRL presidency at the end of the year.  I will miss her leadership as president.  She has been a 
tireless advocate for amateur radio in a variety of contexts.  She was, again this year, one of the hardest 
working people at the hamfest.  Kay also has a Richmond connection - her husband Carter, N3AO, grew 
up here.

Someone asked me on Saturday morning if I had spent much money on Friday.  I said that I had.  I 
bought a $3.00 hotdog and a $3.50 Diet Coke.  Food is pretty low quality and high priced.  And 
unfortunately, there have been no improvements to the HARA Arena since we have been coming to 
Hamvention.  I read a few months ago that an investor may spend some money on fixing up the place 
before the 2016 hamfest.  It’s long overdue.

The famous Luso motorized tower from Japan is pictured below.  This one is headed to Tennessee.  We 
had the opportunity to talk to the ham who owns the first Luso sold in the US which was about six years 
ago.  He told us about digging the 9x9x9 foot hole in the ground that his 104 foot tower requires, along 
with three truckloads of concrete.  Apparently, Luso has an option that senses windspeed and will 
automatically lower your tower if the wind picks up while you are away from home.  The 150 foot model 
below that is headed to KE4V sells for a mere $69,000, plus installation. 

One of the big announcements earlier this year was the merger of Ten Tec and the Alpha Amps 
companies into a new company named RKR Designs. I was able to talk to Ken Long, the “K” in RKR and 
one of the three partners in the new company, about the four year delayed Alpha Dream Tuner.  At least 



they were demonstrating a working beta version, but no firm date for when production units will ship.  
It’s not called the “Dream” tuner for nothing.  I do think it will be a superb product when (if) it finally 
makes it to market.  Ken was very upbeat about the future of both the Alpha and TenTec equipment.  
While I was talking to Ken, Wray spoke with one of the TenTec design engineers who was also 
enthusiastic about the future.

The pictures below give you an idea of the Dayton experience, and show that Richmond hams were well 
represented.

The famous, or infamous, HARA Arena.



Someone who looked a lot like Allan, WA3J, was spotted at the Dayton Amateur Radio Association desk.

Tom, DF2BO, owner of Optibeam, was in his usual place in the Array Solutions booth but I did not see 
any big antennas on display this year.



The famous Luso tower.  That’s Wray AB4SF trying to calculate if his lot is big enough for the concrete 
base the tower requires…but he reports his bank account definitely is not!

FlexRadio had a big presence but is now sharing the SDR limelight with some other companies

 

Apache SDR.



Elad SDR equipment from Italy..

Some Richmond hams were present in the Hilberling booth where Marcus, WV4Y, was showing off the  
Hilberling products.



Who says CW is on the way out.  Begali, on the left, had a huge display.  Vibroplex, on the right, was also 
there, plus a number of vendors selling CW products.  

If you had a question about a Heil headset, just ask Bob Heil.



Or if you had a question about a Gordon West product, just ask Gordon.

Kay Craigie, doing what she must have done a thousand times, posing for pictures.



Personal service from John Bee, N1GNV, owner of Quicksilver Radio.

Amateur Logic TV with George and Tommy, was broadcast live on Saturday afternoon from the Icom 
booth.  They even used chroma key (green screen) to put a live background behind the hosts.  They guys 
have come a long ways in terms of production values.




