
Win Grant's 2014 Dayton Report
My friend since the fourth grade, Wray, AB4SF, and I made our fourth annual trek to the granddaddy of 
hamfests, the Dayton Hamvention recently.  Every year there’s a little something new and memorable.

We were on I 64 near the West Virginia line when we heard a familiar call, WD3O, with Dave at the mic 
and Austin at the wheel, who were slightly ahead of us.  We chatted on 146.52 for a while until they 
pulled off on a Boy Scout mission.  They caught up with us a little later in Ohio, and about that time we 
heard Dave, N4MW, and Joyce, N4ZRW, who happened to be 300 feet ahead of us.  It was quite a 
contingent of RARC members on Ohio Route 35 heading into Dayton.

After we got to our hotel Thursday afternoon it was fun to talk to Jim, K8OI, back in Richmond.  Jim was 
on the W4FJ DStar repeater, and Wray and I were using our HTs and DVAPs through the hotel's internet 
connection to link back to the repeater.  Then on Sunday while mobile in West Virginia on the way home, 
we talked to Jim again through W4FJ - UHF but this time with a little help from the DVAPand a Verizon 
mobile hotspot to get us to the internet . West Virginia is unfortunately one of the few states with no D 
Star repeaters.  Nothing like a bunch of hams manipulating a little technology!

Dayton weather can be unpredictable.  After three years of pristine sunshine, we experience just about 
everything that Ohio has to offer in terms of weather in three days from sun, to rain, to sleet with the 
temperature never getting out of the 50’s, and well below that the first day.  The flea market crowd 
quickly learned how to cover everything in plastic when the rain and sleet blew through, and to quickly 
reopen for business when the sky cleared.  

Some of the technical highlights: The Icom ID 5100A was on the display for the first time.  This is now 
Icom’s flagship D Star/analog VHF/UHF radio with a huge touch screen display.  The coolest feature, as 
demonstrated to me by Austin, N4CVA, is the ability to control this radio not only by the touch screen, 
but in an even easier fashion via Bluetooth between the radio and an Andriod tablet or phone.  The radio 
could be had for $729, but add $100 for the Bluetooth option.  The real sting I’m hearing is that you pay 
extra for any mounting bracket now.  



Green Heron, which makes high end rotors and remote antenna switches, showed off a wireless remote 
antenna switch.  By building a WiFi device into the switch, you eliminate the control cable.  Their digital 
rotor control boxes are even more gorgeous to view in person than in a photo.

Tom, DF2BO, owner of Optibeam, was in his usual place in the Array Solutions booth with a very large 
antenna overhead.  This year he had a 40 meter Moxon, basically a 40 meter square that has a turning 
radius of only 22 feet.  Impressive for a rotatable, gain antenna for this frequency.  

The famous Luso tower that I always enjoy seeing for its stunning engineering and price had not arrived 
on Friday, but was supposed to appear on Saturday.  So this company representative had another way to 
attract attention.



Yaesu and Kenwood were showing off products they introduced last year.  Yaesu was rationing the free 
baseball caps, maybe because people got a little greedy in the past.  

FlexRadio had a big crowd at the booth, but their wares appeared to the same 6000 series SDR radios 
they introduced two years ago. 

Adam Farson, AB4OJ, is one of my hero’s as a result of his insightful postings to the Yahoo groups for 
Icom’s HF radios.  This year he held a small seminar in the Icom booth on the recent firmware upgrades 
for the IC 7700 and 7800.  He presented a wealth of information in a short period of time demonstrating 
it on the actual radio.  His talk was recorded and should be on YouTube soon.

Wray and I missed the D Star forum at the HARA arena.  I understand that Robin Cutshaw, AA4RC, 
inventor of the DVAP and DV Dongle, announced a new product based on a Raspberry Pi.  We’ll have to 
wait to learn more of the details.  It was interesting to see the open D Star advocates in Dayton this year, 
proving that D Star really is not a proprietary system.  Jonathan Naylor, G4KLX, who has developed non-



Icom D Star software for building D Star repeaters and mobile units spoke at the D Star forum, and Jim 
Moen, K6JM, developer of the MoenComm GMSK Node Adapter, spoke at the offsite D Star forum which 
was actually sponsored by Icom.  While Icom still commands the lion’s share of D Star sales, there is a lot 
of homebrew D Star work being done.  I even heard Ray Novak, Icom’s USA top dog, giving some advice 
to the guys from Northwest Digital who are supposedly close to releasing a multi-mode (including D Star) 
digital UHF radio.  

This is the third year that the Alpha Amps folks were not selling their Dream Tuner.  They have been 
quite apologetic for announcing a product so long before it would be ready to purchase.  They finally had 
what appeared to be a working model, but they were quite discreet about a launch date as they 
continue the testing and refinement.  

Two days before the hamfest, Alpha and Ten Tec announced a merger.  I suspect that will be a good thing 
for the amateur community.  On the bus from the parking lot to the hamfest I heard someone comment 
to a friend, “I’m sure glad Alpha did not merge with MFJ.” 

Some Richmond hams were present in the Hilberling booth where Marcus, WV4Y, was showing off the 
new Hilberling solid state amp.  As with the Hilberling PT 8000 transceiver, it was beautiful.  And so was 
the price.  

Dayton offers free amateur exam testing, and for those who pass a test, the results are transmitted to 
the FCC in about 24 hours.  This year the testing was moved away from the HARA Arena to a nearby 
church with transportation by a free shuttle.  The church members had set up a food concession that 
was not only a lot cheaper than the food in the arena, but much better quality.  Some folks were riding 
the van to the church just to eat.  

We were also able to be part of the first public preview of the major re-write of the world's most popular 
contest operating and logging program N1MM Logger. At the Thursday evening RTTY Contest Dinner and 
later at the Saturday Contesting Forum members of the programming team showed us screen shots and 
told us about the improvements and new features as well as programming changes to make the software 
work faster and more efficiently.  Wray, who uses the N1MM Logger heavily, is quite enthusiastic about 
the improvements.  This major upgrade is due to be released within the next few weeks and remains 
free for the download.

One suggestion I plan to offer to the organizers is that they request the major cellular carriers to bring in 
some mobile cellsites.  At least on Verizon, the cellular coverage in and around the arena was dismal.  My 
battery died most days by 4pm as my phone searched for service.  And if you actually had a signal, forget 
about emailing a picture to anyone.  There was simply insufficient bandwidth.  Even the poor vendors 



could not complete credit card transactions with their cellular card readers at times.  And none of the 
pictures I snapped to send to friends apparently made it out of my phone until I had left the area. 

Wray and I attended two banquets at the Crown Plaza downtown, the “official” hotel for the 
Hamvention.  The RTTY Contest Dinner was back after a hiatus of some years.  The CQ Contest Dinner is 
an annual event that this year had some 450attendees.  Partially sponsored by CQ Magazine, it is at the 
event during which the year's CQ Hall of Fame members are inducted.  In addition to watching that 
ceremony we heard all about the World Radiosport Team Championships, a contest that tests the 
operating and contesting skills of hams from around the world, with everyone using identical 100-watt 
stations and all located in the same geographical area. The WRTC will take place in the Boston area in 
July. 

Both of these Dinner events offer some fine door prizes. When we heard the callsign W4GV announced 
as a prize winner, Wray told me has worked that call in a couple of RTTY contests and found that it 
belongs to Walt Beverly, previously WA4HVC, a former Richmond resident and member of the Huguenot 
High School Amateur Radio Club whom I had not seen or talked to in 40 years, proving once again what a 
small world ham radio really is.

I raced across the room to catch Walt when the dinner was over, and we spent 30 minutes catching up.  
He asked that we send his greetings to our high school radio club sponsor, Mac McNeer, K4YEF, who was 
responsible for encouraging the amateur radio interest of many of us who attended Huguenot High 
School in the 1960’s.  So Mac, Walt says “Hi.”

Win

WA4SSG


